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Sept. 24, 1998

For Immediate Release:
ANNUAL EIU LITERATURE CONFERENCE TO FEATURE JANE AUSTEN
CHARLESTON -- One needn't be an English teacher or literary scholar to
participate in Eastern Illinois University's annual literature conference -- "Jane Austen and
Her World" -- set for Oct. 8 and 9.
Mary A.

Favret, author of many books and articles on Austen and her

contemporaries, will present the keynote address -- "Free and Happy: The American Jane
Austen." Favret, an Indiana University English professor who is also a 1997 Fellow at the
Bunting Institute at Radcliffe College, will deliver her talk at 9 a.m. Friday, Oct. 9, in the
Buzzard Hall auditorium, room 1501.
Open conference events also will include two showings of the 1996 film of Austen's
novel, "Persuasion" --the first at 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 8, and again at 2 p.m. Friday-- in
the Buzzard Hall auditorium, and a reception/welcome at 7 p.m. Thursday in Eastern's
Tarble Arts Center. Special guest speaker Martin Krause, curator from the Indianapolis
--more--
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Museum of Art, will discuss the special exhibit, "Selections from the 'Liber Studiorum' by
J.M.W. Turner (Austen's contemporary)," on loan to Eastern through Nov. 22.
The address, films and reception are all open to the public and free of charge.
Advanced registration is suggested, but not required.
Other features of the conference, including workshops, a panel discussion, lunch
and a continental breakfast, have been specifically planned with secondary school
teachers in mind. Registration for those events is $30 and should be made by Oct. 1. For
information and/or to register, please contact Eastern's School of Adult and Continuing
Education at (217) 581-5116 or visit the conference website at:
www .eiu .edu/-multilit/austen/.

The conference is being sponsored in part by a grant from the Illinois Humanities
Council.
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